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are directed to the deity whom he particularly worships. He will sit quietly for some time in silent contemplation, occasionally repeating a verse or two in praise of Krishna, Eama, or Siva, as the case may be, and perhaps a prayer for divine help. He does not repeat these verses from the Vedas, as he has not yet bathed, and no words from those sacred writings must be taken within lips whilst thus unpurified. They are from the Purdnas or sacred books which occupy a lower position than the Vedas. The following are specimens and it will be seen that the first two of the three quoted are addressed to Krishna and Eama respectively, whilst the third is in praise of Siva. Vaishnavas, or worshippers of Vishnu and his various incarnations, would use the first two, but they would not use the third. Smarthas would use either or all of the three, as, whilst they chiefly worship Siva, they are at liberty to adore any other god of the Hindu pantheon.
O thou infant, thou dark blue bodied one with- tinkling bells
In rows upon thy loins ; thou naked one,
Adorned with jewels set with tiger's claws,
Thou son of Nanda, thou stealer of butter, I adore thee."
sifaw
" 0 thou deliverer from all evil, Thou giver of all good things, 0 Bama, thou admired of the whole world, Again and again I adore thee."